Arlys Jeanette Finch

September 6, 1952 - May 4, 2026

Arlys J. Finch, 74, passed away on Monday, May 4th, 2026 in Roswell, NM.
Please take a moment and share a kind thought or memory with Arlys’ family
at www.andersonbethany.com.

SERVICES: There will be a Celebration of Life at Church on the Move (901 W.
Brasher Rd, Roswell) on Monday, June 8th, 2026 at 11am. Following the
service, family and friends are welcomed to join Arlys’ family at Beginnings
(3908 SE Main St, Roswell).

Arlys was born on September 6, 1952, in Watford City, North Dakota, to
Clifford and Ruby Haugen, both Norwegian immigrants. She spent her
childhood and young adult years on a wheat farm near Havre, Montana,
where life was shaped by hard work, harsh winters, and the deep bonds of
family. Stories of blizzards, trips to the outhouse in every kind of weather, and
life alongside her five sisters became treasured memories. Her childhood was
rich with large family gatherings filled with Norwegian heritage, pinochle
games, and homemade lefsa.

After graduating from high school, Arlys became a Certified Phlebotomist and
later worked at Beth Israel Hospital in Denver, Colorado. While living in
Denver, she attended a College and Career group at her church, where she
met the love of her life, Glen Finch, a native of Dexter, New Mexico. The two
were married on February 18, 1976.



Together, they returned to Dexter, where they farmed and raised their three
children. In her early forties, Arlys made the courageous decision to return to
college, earning two Bachelor’s degrees and a Master’s degree in
Microbiology. Throughout her career, she worked for Fish and Wildlife, Dexter
High School, and Eastern New Mexico University-Roswell, where she taught
upper-level Math, Science, and ESL classes. Arlys possessed many
remarkable talents and interests that were not widely known. She was fluent
in Spanish and continued studying Norwegian well into her later years. She
was also a certified scuba diver, an accomplished seamstress, and an avid
collector of insects.

For more than two decades, Arlys was a faithful member of Church on the
Move. She served devotedly as a missionary to orphanages in Mexico and
had a deep love for children and young people who needed compassion,
stability, and a place to belong. Many young people in the Dexter and
Hagerman communities were welcomed into her life and, in some cases, into
her home to live as one of her own. She kept a notebook filled with their
names and faithfully prayed for each one for as long as she was able.

Arlys was brilliant, strong-minded, loving, prayerful, and tender-hearted. Her
legacy of faith, strength, generosity, and unconditional love will continue to live
on in the countless lives she touched. She will be deeply missed.

Those left to cherish the memory of Arlys are her daughter, Shama Bootzin
and husband Josh Bootzin; her son, Jesse Finch and wife Chelsey Finch; her
grandchildren, Darian Escudero, Jeremiah Bootzin, Wate Finch, Milly Finch,
Boone Finch, Gatlyn Finch, and Heston Finch; and her great-grandchildren,
Elliyana and Camilla Escudero. She is also survived by her sisters, Marcia
Verploegen, Vicki Verploegen, Shelly Ohm and Stacy Waid, along with many
beloved in-laws, nieces, nephews, and dear friends.

Arlys was preceded in death by her son, Benjamin Finch; her husband, Glen
Finch; her parents and parents-in-law; her older sister, Sandra Glover; her
brothers-in-law, Larry Finch and Lindell Finch; and her sister-in-law, Marsha
Collum.






Previous Events

Celebration of Life

JUN 8. 11:00 AM (MT)

Church on the Move

901 W Brasher Rd

Roswell, New Mexico 88203
(575) 622-7011

Following the Service: Beginnings Event Venue 3908 SE Main Street Roswell, NM



Tribute Wall

My deepest condolences. I'll always remember Arlys's kindness
throughout the years. I'll miss her.

Erik Willis - June 08 at 12:34 AM

Diane Shelton Dodson lit a candle in memory !

of Arlys Finch

Diane Shelton Dodson - May 24 at 09:55 AM



My favorite memory of your mom was when | was in junior high.
Arlys made the BEST peanut brittle and | wanted to enter some in
the fair, but | wanted to use cashews (my preferred nut, LOL!). She
helped me make it and it won 1st place in brittles, best of show in
candy and some third master grand prize like best of all confections.
My entry barely had crumbs left on the plate!! It was crazy! And |
was very proud of what she helped me accomplish.

Your Mom and Dad let us live with you guys during the week as our
own Mom was going through cancer. For like five years! | remember
all of those trips to and from school, playing in the back of the
suburban (pre-seatbelt laws!!) and lots of delicious bean burritos
from Taco Bell...

She also came over to help me sort through some of the books,
Bibles, art and farming schematics as we were working on clearing
out my Dad’s house. She made SUCH a difference in helping us in
the house after Dad died - and she did all of that because she loved
us.

Both of your parents were incredible people, as are you and Jesse. |
love you guys very much and will be praying for the Holy Spirit to
bless you with His peace that passes all understanding as you go
through this time.

Terah Kuykendall - May 22 at 10:12 PM

Jesse, we are very sorry to hear of Ms. Arlys’ passing. She will be
forever in our hearts and will be missed especially her banana nut
bread and zucchini bread. Loved that stuff. | enjoyed working with
her at Church On The Move in the sound booth. She was good
inspiration.

Elmer and Rebecca Smith - May 17 at 10:45 PM



Rest in peace Ms. Finch.

‘ |

Irma Dutchover and family - May 15 at 11:55 PM

Rogelio and I are so sorry to hear of Arly's t
passing, our thoughts and prayers are with all
the family. May you find comfort in the
memories you shared and strength in the love
surrounding you during this difficult time

Rogelio and Rachel Sanchez - May 11 at 09:05 PM

Love: The Markows purchased the Heavenly Ligh
t for the family of Arlys Jeanette Finch.

Love: The Markows - May 07 at 09:55 PM

Love: The Markows planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Arlys Jeanette
Finch.

Love: The Markows - May 07 at 09:55 PM


https://www.andersonbethany.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2990&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonbethany.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2990&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonbethany.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2990&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

My deepest condolences to Arlys family and
friends!! | worked with Arlys and she taught
me sooo much....

Her love of the Lord was her strength!

Rest easy my friend!

Almetra Strange - May 07 at 01:49 AM

All Our Love To You, Arlys and Your Family.

You Are Healed and With Our Lord, Glen and Ben.
We Love You!

Gary and Terri Finch /|, @

Terri Finch - May 08 at 03:04 PM



