Joann "Jody" Leonard
July 15, 1930 - April 8, 2025

Joann (“Jody”) W. Leonard of Roswell, New Mexico, a loving mother and
friend to all who knew her, passed away on April 8, 2025, at the age of 94.
She was born on July 15, 1930, in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, the daughter of
Philip Durant Walker and Kathryn Marie Lanning. She moved to Roswell at the
age of 7 with her mother, stepfather, Donald D. Roff, and brother, Thomas D.
Roff.

She graduated from Roswell High School in 1948 and attended Texas State
College for Women. She married Jerry Newton Smith on August 20, 1950.
They had a son, Clifford Grey Smith, and a daughter, Jere Kathryn Smith. She
later married Robert Joseph Leonard on November 1, 2006.

She had a love for life and lived it to the fullest. She was an avid fan of the
LSU Tigers. She enjoyed skiing, gardening, dancing, listening to classic jazz,
traveling and decades of playing competitive duplicate bridge, having
achieved a Life Master ranking. In the last years of her life she enjoyed
playing competitive bridge online with players all over the world. She had a
loving heart and touched all who knew her in a special way. She will be
missed by many.

She was preceded in death by her first husband, Jerry N. Smith, her son,
Clifford Smith, and her second husband Robert Joseph Leonard. She is



survived by her daughter, Jere Kathryn Smith, Clifford’s four children, Lindsay,
Hayley, Marbury and Grey and Clifford’s grandchildren.

In accordance with her wishes, a memorial service will be held on
Wednesday, May 7 at 10:00 a.m. in San Patricio, New Mexico at the Hurd
Sentinel Ranch at a location near the Wyeth House where her cremated
remains will be spread. A reception will follow at the Hurd La Rinconada
Gallery located at 105 La Rinconada, San Patricio, NM, telephone (575) 653-
4331. Casitas may be available for rent the night before the service.

A celebration of life will be held in Roswell, at a later date, for all that loved
Jody.

Memorials can be made to the Roswell Assurance Home, 1000 East 18th
Street, Roswell, New Mexico, or the charity of your choice.
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I'll always remember the warmth of Jody's welcoming smile
whenever Jere and | would pop in after school, or head to their
cabin with our group of Goddard chorus friends. Always the best
hostess with wonderful food and so much great music, | feel
fortunate to have known her, and | know she will be sorely missed in
Roswell as she gave so much to the community.

Amy Marchetti - May 08, 2025 at 01:22 AM

I'm so sad to read about Jody. | use to comb her hair many years
ago. She was always dressed so pretty and looked nice, |
remember she bought me some candies called fours.they were so
good. The ladies in her church made them for Christmas. |
remember laughing because her grandson was little and getting
ready to take a bath, when he ran out naked into the hallway singing
"born in the USAL" May Jody test in peace, she s probably playing
bridge with some of her friends

Lupe Morales - April 30, 2025 at 08:26 PM



I will always remember my Grandmother Jody as the stunningly
beautiful, soft-spoken, sweet and smart lady she was. | will forever
be in awe of how she managed to be so flawlessly put together
every single time | was lucky enough to spend time with her. It
wasn't enough time, | wish there had been more, but | will hold on to
my memories forever.

Sending lots of love to you Jere,

Love, Lindsay

Lindsay Woods - April 23, 2025 at 05:35 PM

Jody was like a sister to me and that love and friendship will be
missed everyday!

My sincere sympathies,

Carolyn J Roff

Carolyn Roff - April 23, 2025 at 12:54 PM



