William Jefferson McLauchlin
July 3, 1967 - January 5, 2023

William “Big Will” Jefferson McLauchlin, 55, gave his last breath on Thursday,
January 5, 2023, in Roswell, NM. He passed on his own terms and at home
with family and love.

William was born on July 3, 1967, to Frank and Martha McLauchlin in
Charleston SC. He enlisted in the United States Army, 10th Mountain division.
He lived his life on his own terms, good or bad. His motorcycle was more than
just a way to get around, it was a lifestyle he embraced fully. Will rode his
motorcycle from North Carolina to New Mexico 15 years ago on February 13,
2008. He worked at Alianza of New Mexico doing prevention, harm reduction,
education and outreach for the select clientele. He was a Chair member for
the CPAG program for prevention and harm reduction. He was loved by all
who worked with him. Will did not have biological children of his own however
he was a father figure and mentor to his stepchildren and all children who
loved him. He was a protector of children. Will eventually moved to Ruidoso
and lived beside his friend Heather Sigman. He flourished there and in
Carrizozo NM and made many friends that were family to him as well. Will
would give you the shirt off his back. He was generous with anything he had.
He was there for you at the drop of a hat when you needed him most. He
loved to watch westerns especially John Wayne movies. New Mexico was his
wild west; Lincoln County, Billy the Kid. Will was a big man in spirit, heart, and
personality, not to mention his size. His eyes would crinkle when he would
giggle, and he roared when he laughed. He had rhythm when he danced. He



was quick on his feet and ever so strong. He was artistic and creative. He
liked being “off the grid.” He was a Jack of all trades and master of most. It
was very important to him to teach the young ones life skills so they would be
prepared for what life brought their way. Some of us adults learned a thing or
two along the way as well.

Those left to eternally treasure and cherish his memory are his sisters,
Heather Harrison and Lisa McLauchlin. His nephews Zachary and Seth
Harrison and niece Serenity Harrison. He was a father figure and mentor to
Brandy Rhea Bell, Rodney Bell, Mia Messier-Leos, and Molly Jane Bell. He
will be missed by his friends including Josh Hammond, Matt and Dena
Patterson and their children, April Kessler and her children, Kathleen Freebird,
Debi Peterman, Jessica and Brad Clayton, John Legg, Joan Strickland, Andy
Scifres, Ricky Sigman and many others including Ruby Leos, his ex-partner,
who had the honor of taking care of him in his time of need till he took his last
breath.

Will is preceded in death by his father Frank Walter McLauchlin, his mother
Martha McLauchlin (Mace), his uncle Jon Ed Mace, his stepson Todd, his
daughter Brandy Rhea Bell, Heather Sigman, Willie Leos and his partner in
crime, Jeff Hammond.

He would have wanted to send sincere thanks to Kindred Hospice, his nurse
Chelsea, Ambercare, his nurse Dolly, and Cassie Carrillo. Thanks to Tommy
and Joshua Hill for praying with him when they would come to visit. Josh,
Matt, and Andy for helping him move his belongings back to Roswell, taking
care of loose ends, loving him and praying with him. April for making the best
Jam that he enjoyed so much and her daughter for making her peach cobbler
which he loved. Dena for always checking up on him. Ricky Sigman for her
patience while she was dealing with her own loss. Thank you to the Leos
family for supporting him and loving him in his final days and years before. He
was always part of the family (when a 91-year-old woman with dementia
asked about him daily you know he was something special). Cathi Mulcahy for
making his request of posole and tamales. Anne Patterson for making sure he



laid in clean linen in his final hours of life.

Per Will’s wishes, there will be no funeral services at this time. There will be a
Memorial Service in April that will be announced at a later date once details
have been worked out. Get your motorcycles ready!

Please take a moment and share a kind thought or memory with Will’s family
at www.andersonbethany.com
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Denise and i still and always will miss you. Thank you for being a
friend. Rest well big man

Desiree - May 22, 2023 at 08:39 PM

You will be missed my friend rip caveman and | will think of you
often

Gladys/Ake/peanut - January 31, 2023 at 04:09 PM

He was a mountain of a man. With an even larger heart. Im glad that
even as a kid we called each other friend.

Floyd pack - February 01, 2023 at 08:27 PM

My oldest memorey of big will would have to be me as a young child
of maybe 4 at my fathers house in old fort nc. | would call him butt
wipe and he would respond in calling me pumpkin head. | have
nothing but good memorys of butt wipe. My father and i hated he
moved so far away, but he had a path to fallow and he fallowed it.
Rest east big feller.

Floyd pack - January 30, 2023 at 07:26 PM
I met will at the Health Department and he was friends with my son.
He always had a nice smile. Sorry for the loss.

Paula Frideley - January 21, 2023 at 07:59 PM



I met Mac in May 1986 and we spent the next 3 years together in
the Army and when Facebook came along found each other again
Mac told me about changing his name so past women would leave
him alone, that was Mac we had so much hard found memories with
each other, running physical training in the mornings at -40 below to
road marching 100 miles twice Big Mac always found a way to
endure in a fun way. | think about Mac a lot and went out west last
year and forgot to look him up but he informed me that | passed
right by his place he would have bought me a beer and we could
have talked about old times. Mac I’'m going to miss you brother but
we will see each other again | promise.

rodney stults - January 19, 2023 at 05:30 PM

I love ya.

ruby Leos - January 18, 2023 at 06:44 PM



1 file added to the tribute wall

John legg - January 18, 2023 at 05:33 PM

John Legg lit a candle in memory of William
Jefferson McLauchlin

John legg - January 18, 2023 at 05:31 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

April Kessler - January 18, 2023 at 05:09 PM



The photo is unrelated but | had to be about 10 it 11when this
happened, Dodo and | were in Crarizozo visiting jeff and Will told
me that he kept hearing a cat under the house. Me and Will went
out front to investigate and | was on the ground looking for the cat,
after a minute or so of searching | heard a meow under a plank of
wood so. | lifted it and | found this little turtle shell cat, she was a
few weeks old and we took her home. We took her home and |
named her Carie Zozo, Zozo for short, we still have this cat actually
but she's back to her feral self.

Molly (Mj) Bell - January 18, 2023 at 04:30 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Heather Harrison - January 18, 2023 at 03:58 PM



